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Deayr Hac: ’
¥e just received the woodsn tray, this arriving not very long after’
we did oureelves, It would take us & month to unburden uyrsalva# of our
1mpfcnaiona of India but I sm sure thet you had a chance in fact to see
ﬁpc§ more than ve di&. Though somevhat traumatic the experience was vell

worth the effort, We did have many friands there end they did thelr best
to give us an ewﬁortainlng and a useful visit,

As timo rasses and 1 have a chance te get some persrective on our
_visit in Melbourne we appreciate more and more what this will have meant
to us, not ohly na a paasing ixperiencc, but for the sti*ulus 1t gave in
our own work and in suggeeting new lines of thought and research activity,
1 am especially grateful to 3ansolf for your very generous and pracious
courtesy in doing everything that had te be done to make it a profitabls,

convenient end enjoymble visit, and 1 really mean every word of that,

1 have not besen baek leng enourh to set the long term patterns of
any new research that we mey undertske, and in any case, our present facili~
ties would ra her discourage undartakinp too meny new ard different lines,
Yuch may dcpend on the sort of peorle vho I mey be able tc ret to collabo-
rats with here, but for the iimc being, 1 do not lock to any. great activity
along the lines of the work 1 was doing with Gus ossal at lsast until the
results of thees experi:ents have become firmly fixed, I vill do my best
to see if it im posaible te do at least one confirmstéry repetition heres
of whatever the ultimate reuults of those experiuents afa goling te be,

Meantime, there.is s great deal of tidying up thet I still have to do with
} vivalent of your 1£1u virus program.
ny aqu*



I have been spending this week tidying up some old experiments on
the inheritance of the contagious factor 'F' immedlately after its
receipt by an F~ bacterium. This put me back behind my Zeiss— the
microscope for which the specifications were sent you-~ and I have to
say I had if anything underestimated its relative virtues: there's a nearly
10-fold factor of speed, convenience and reliability (viz. in diagnosing
drops as having one cell, or debris vs. cells) as compated to the setup
we improvised before, If I pdt undue stress on this, it is becamme I
know that you put more weight on individual creativity and diligence than
on fancy apparatus, but in order to effect the kind of ideas you were
generating, 1t will be necessary to take advantage of all technical help
that might be avallable-- particularly in a field as competitively active
as this one, i.e., the cellular basis of antibody production.

I am looking forward to hearing from Gus on the outcoms of his current
experinents.

Enclosed are some oddments that may interest you; no further comment
may be needed.

My collsagues were as disappointed as I was that we could not have you
on our symposium program after all. I hope you will eventually find it
possible to attend, if only as an onlooker or discussant— if that does hap-
pen please let me know as soon as posasible.(Can you let me know your travel
schedules, to facilitate further correspondence, or in case we might have a
chance to meet on your route?) At any rate, we are hopeful of enlisting
Koprowski to speak, from a rather different standpoint, on some aspects of
the impact of virus genetic research in medicine. He was already booked as
an ac tive mdk discussant. Should that not work out, have you any other
suggestions?

With fondest regards to Pat and Lois, to Lady Burnet and to all your
staff,

Yours sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg
Professor of Medical Genstdcs

P.S. Just recelved: a note from Qus on a provocative experimsnt. Whé,&\ there
are any "dual" cells needs more looking, I think, but the prevalence of
single-antibody-producers is already an important point, as it tends to

rule out the accumulation by these cells of antibody from the body fluids.
Would it not be important to make a careful histological examination of the
cell population? Soms people with whan I've discussed this problem have been
rather quizzical about whe ther the lymphocytes actually produce antibody, and
if less than 20 of the cells in the exptl. suspensions are not lymphocytes,
any doubts should be pemoved. I hope this is a point you are thinking of
undertaking yourself, and I look forward to hearing your judgment on it.



